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Cryptosporidium 

 
Usually caused by the parasites 
Cryptosporidium hominis and C. 
parvum. It is most commonly seen in 
children aged between 1 and 5 years. 
The most common symptom is mild to 
severe watery diarrhoea. People with 
weak immune systems are likely to be 
more seriously affected.  

 
In healthy individuals, the disease is 
self-limiting and requires no treatment 
other than routine rehydration 
measures. 
In malnourished or 
immunocompromised patients, seek 
specialist advice 
 

  

 

https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/

