
Keep Antibiotics Working  
 

 Antibiotics are medicines used to treat infections caused by bacteria – they don’t work against most 

coughs, colds and sore throats because these are usually caused by viruses.  

 Coughs, colds and sore throats can last anything up to three weeks but you can talk to a pharmacist about 

how to treat your symptoms or pain with over the counter treatments. 

 It’s important to take antibiotics in the way you are instructed so that they don’t stop working against 

bacteria - you might have heard this called antibiotic resistance. 

 Antibiotic resistance is serious because lots of routine treatments and operations cannot take place 

without effective antibiotics. 

Further information can be found on the following website: www.nhs.uk/antibiotics 

 

Practices can choose whether this information appears on the ‘book appointment’ page or ‘repeat 

prescription’ page. The text transcribes in a standard way. The web address does not hyperlink.  

 

 

 

 


